
OPINION 41: 

New Jersey Notaries are not attorneys licensed to practice law in the state of New Jersey and may not give legal advice 
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Notary Know How 

What do you do when you are presented with a document to be notarized 

that has already been signed? 
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When I asked several New 

Jersey Notary peers what their ‘pet 

peeves’ were when it came to 

notarizing documents, there was at 

least one commonality among them 

and that was the expectation that a 

document was going to be notarized 

even though the person or persons 

had already provided a signature.  In 

some instances, the person standing 

before the notary was the principle 

and the second signature on the 

document was a spouse, relative, 

friend, neighbor – you get the idea.  

This additional signer is not only not 

present but is unknown to the 

notary.   

If this has ever happened 

then you can sympathize that it can 

be an awkward moment. 

Let’s review the basics.  New 

Jersey Notaries’ main function is to 

properly witness that a signer 

personally appeared and was 

properly identified using two 

methods: 

1) Personal Knowledge –   

whereby the notary has 

personal knowledge of the 

signer 

2) Satisfactory Evidence – 

relying on presentation of 

identification. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 1, Issue 4 

August 2009 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

 

 

 

If there is a second signature 

or a signature that belongs to 

someone who is not present at the 

time the documents are presented, 

you may not wish to perform this 

notarization. This may also be a 

perfect time to take customer 

service to the next level; you may 

offer a suggestion to have everyone 

meet at a more agreeable time or if 

a friendship is established you may 

offer to go their house to complete 

the notarization with everyone 

present. However you decide to do 

this should reflect your continued 

professionalism and knowledge of 

the notary business. 
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Note from the President 

   Notary Beware 
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Positive Proof 

Identification and Notary 

Signature Affidavit 

                          Page   4          

            ********** 

News Letter Editor:  

             Jean Marie Pesut 

President: Alice Tulecki 

Treasurer: Robert P. Fruh 

B.O.D.:  

Walter J. Hertz, Ethics 

Patricia McGill, Prlmntry. 

Patrick Anthony, Website 

  

5

th

 Anniversary Meeting 

Sunday 09.13.09 1-4 P.M. 

Lakewood Public Library  

Lakewood, N.J. 

 

 

 

 

 


